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 May – the month of Mary 
 

O Mary! we crown thee with blossoms today, 
Queen of the Angels, Queen of the May. 

 

 May is one of my favourite months of the year. 
In the northern hemisphere, winter finally has lost its 
grip and there is an ever-increasing amount of        

daylight. Leaves shoot forth from branches, flowers appear in         
profusion and there is an increase in the volume of birdsong.  
 May is also traditionally a month dedicated to Our Lady. The English word “May” 
comes from the Latin name for the fifth month of the year and possibly it refers to 
Maia, a Roman earth goddess and wife of Vulcan. The transformation of May into a 
month dedicated to Mary formed part of the gradual “baptism” of pagan culture by 
the early Church. 
 In his Gospel, St Luke writes that, when Mary visited Elizabeth, her kinswoman, 
Elizabeth addressed Mary as “the Mother of my Lord”. This title explains the love and 
devotion Catholics down the centuries have had for the simple Jewish girl chosen by 
God the Father to be the Mother of His Son. She is, in the words of Elizabeth, “most 
blessed among women”, words we say each time we pray the Hail Mary. Mary replied 
to Elizabeth with the words which we now know as the Magnificat, and which        
contain the prophetic line, “henceforth all ages will call me blessed.” She is indeed 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and this month we are invited, like the Beloved Disciple John, 
to make space in our spiritual “home” for her. There are many ways in which we can 
do this. One would be to pray a decade of the Rosary (or, even better, all five         
decades) each day for a special intention. Another would be to invite the statue of 
Our Lady, which is on pilgrimage this month around the homes in our parish, into 
your home for a day. On the last day of this month, at 18:00 on the Feast of the      
Visitation, we plan to have a special Mass with Rosary, Litany, and Consecration of 
our parish to Our Lady. You are warmly invited to this event.               Fr James 

FALLING DEBRIS NEAR THE ORGAN 
 The falling debris was due to severe        
internal damage to the stonework because of 
leaks. Some remedial work has been done and 
more extensive work will be required once the 
area has dried out completely. 

Sunday 14 May:  Parish Mass Books, readings begin on page 268. 

This parish livestreams Masses and other events.  
Please see notices in the cathedral for further details.  

THANK YOU 
 To everyone who contributed to the 
successful parish party on Saturday           
6 May: those who came, who brought 
food, who served and who cleaned up. 



TODAY AND THIS WEEK 
 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION       
PREPARATION: There will be      
children with parents’ session       
today at 13:15 in the cathedral.  

 

MAY IS MARY’S MONTH: During this   
month of May, which traditionally is         
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, let us 
frequently call on the help of Mary’s     
prayers by attending Mass and by reciting 
the Rosary.  
WELCOME to Owen Dugan, who will be  
living at Cathedral House for some time as 
he continues to reflect on whether he is 
called to the diocesan priesthood. 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING MINISTER: After 
years of faithful service, for which we are 
very grateful, Sue Smy has stood down 
from her safeguarding role. Our new Parish 
Safeguarding Minister is Roisin Gwyer. 
Roisin usually attends the midday Mass on 

Sundays but can be contacted on 0759 
067 0339 or  email  
safeguarding.porca@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk.  

SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION 
OF THE LORD: takes place on 
Thursday 18 May and is a 
holyday of obligation. Masses 
will be at 12:15 and 19:30. 

 

COLLECTIONS:  
• Thank you for last Sunday’s 

offertory of £1,754.46 (cash 
£927.21 and planned giving of 
£827.25).  

• Please consider using the               
contactless machine near the west 
door of the Cathedral to donate or              
do please consider switching                                   
to a monthly standing order.         
The parish benefits from continuity 
of income.  

• Our bank details are: Sort Code:         
 30-93-04  Account No: 0088 3884  
         CDP Portsmouth St John’s Cathedral  

INVITATION FROM THE BISHOP 

 In his recent pastoral letter, Bishop Philip noted that structural 
change will fail without deep, personal change in ourselves and our 
communities. How might we as a parish community and as individuals 
change in order to respond more fully to the call to evangelise the 

world in which we live? The bishop asks each member of the diocese to adopt six 
holy  habits: 
1. To keep Sunday special, as a family day, by attending Mass, the ‘source and       
summit’ of the Christian life, supporting your parish community. 
2. To spend at least five minutes a day in prayer, at whatever time you find best,      
using the Scriptures, maybe the Gospel of the day. 
3. To keep Friday as a day of penance in honour of the Lord’s Passion, intentionally 
serving the poor and needy. 
4. At least once a fortnight, to pay a private visit to church for a short period of     
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. 
5. To go to Confession once a month or so, like a spiritual check-up when you can 
personally experience God’s love and mercy. 
6. To join a small group for formation, prayer and fellowship, where you can share 
with others your own faith-experience and in turn hear what God is doing in the lives 
of others. 
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DOUGIE WATERMAN RIP: The        
funeral Mass for Dougie Waterman, 
our long-serving sacristan who died 

recently, will be on Tue 30 May at 12:15. 
May he rest in peace.  
 

FUNDRAISING EVENTS FOR YOUTH       
PILGRIMS: Please support the following 
events to send our 10 young people to 
join the diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes as 
young helpers and two young people to 
the World Youth Day. We hope to raise 
£8,000. To discuss please contact Anjulie 
on anjulie@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. 
• Carwash on Sun 28 May and Sun 11 

June, during the 10.00 & 12.00 Mass. 
• International Brunch Fair on Sun        

4 June after 10.00 & 12.00 Mass. 
• Community Talent Show & BBQ on 

Sunday 16th July after 12.00 Mass. 
• A raffle draw will take  place at the 

Community Talent Show & BBQ. 
 

HOST FAMILIES: are required in the 
Southsea and Portsmouth area to            
accommodate (bed, breakfast, and     
evening meal with full board at           
weekends) Italian students (14-18 years) 
for 2/3 weeks in July 2023 while attending 
an intensive, fully structured examination 
programme. Good rates offered. More  
info Rosina Kettle-Williams on 0771 5998 
683 or rosinakw@gmail.com.  
 

ROOF REPAIRS: The final cost  
was £14,040. Donations of 
£11,529 have been received to 

date. With your continuing generosity we 
can see the job finished.  Thank you! 

HEATING SYSTEM: Donations of 
£6,330 have been received to 
date.  Thank you! 
WEST WINDOW: Donations 

of £6,806. have been received to 
date. Thank you! 

 NEXT WEEK AND BEYOND 
 

FEAST OF OUR LADY’S VISITATION: 
There will be a Mass on Wed 31 May at 
18:00 followed by the Rosary and       
Consecration of our parish to Our Lady 
for the intention of peace in our homes 
and in the world. Our Lady’s statue is  
being passed from household to house-
hold during this special month of devo-
tion to Mary. If you would like to have 
the statue in your home, please contact 
the parish office on 023 9200 8810.  
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY (SVP): The 
fifth induction meeting will be on Sat 27 
May from 13:30-14:30 in the conference 
room.  All welcome.  

A NEW SVP CONFERENCE: has 
been    created with a base at the 
cathedral. It includes members 

from across the pastoral area. In due 
course we will have a collection to       
provide it with some initial funds.         
For more information and to suggest 
apostolates for the Conference, please 
contact the parish office.  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASSES:  will 
be celebrated on Sat 10 June at 18:00 
and Sun 11 June at 10:00 and 12noon. 
There are 44 children in our group this 
year. Let us keep the children and their 
families in our prayers over the coming 
weeks.  

  OTHER NEWS  

 

SUNDAY REFRESHMENTS: are 
normally served after the 10:00 
Mass in the hall.  We will only 

be able to offer this service each Sunday 
if more volunteers come forward to       
assist. We need four people each Sunday 
to do set up, prep of drinks, serving and 
clearing up. For more information,      
contact clairehoskins30@yahoo.co.uk.  
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CONTACT DETAILS 
Fr James McAuley,  Cathedral Dean & Parish Priest  

 Fr Nishan Edward, Assistant Priest 
Deacon Larry Murawski; Seminarian Diego Hoyos  

Lily Peach, Parish Secretary Tel: 023 9200 8810 
Roisin Gwyer, Parish Safeguarding Minister  

safeguarding.porca@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 0759 0670 339 

Email: cathedral@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
www.portsmouthcatholiccathedral.org.uk 

SANCTUARY LAMPS 
This week the lamps 
have been   donated for: 

Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel:  
Dougie Waterman RIP  
St Patrick’s Chapel  
Marie and Sylvia Int  
Our Lady Chapel:  
Terry Butler RIP  
Shirley White Int  

CATHEDRAL MASS TIMETABLE 
www.portsmouthcatholiccathedral.org.uk/livemass     
Sun: 14 MAY 2023 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 18:00 (Sat) Paul Ruane RIP  
 08:00   Priest’s Intention (Latin Mass)  

 10:00   Nonye Ochuba Int  
 12:00   People of the Parish  
 18:00   Nodebe Agbapu Int  
Mon: 15 May of the 6th Week of Easter  
 07:00   Rose and Joseph Farrugia RIP  
  12:15   Teresa ‘Sue’ Pye RIP  
Tue: 16 May  of the 6th Week of Easter  
  12:15   Fr Mailley Int  
Wed:  17 May  of the 6th Week of Easter  
 12:15   Sheila Brown RIP 
Thu: 18 May  THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

  12:15  Terry Butler RIP  
         19:30  Michael RIP  
Fri:  19 May DEDICATION OF ST JOHN CATHEDRAL  
  12:15  Patrick & Marie Ringsend & Family Int  
Sat:  20 May  of  the 6th Week of Easter after Ascension 

 12:15  Batt Hegarty RIP  

Pope Francis asks us to  pray for Church 
movements and groups; that they may 
rediscover their mission of evangelisation 
each day, placing their own charisms at 

the service of needs in the world. 
• For a greater devotion to Our Blessed      

Mother and the Rosary, in this month       
dedicated to her.  

 For those who have died recently especially 
Dougie Waterman RIP.  

• For those preparing for exams at this time.  

PRAYER FOR KING 
CHARLES III 

Almighty God, we 
pray, that your 
servant Charles, 

our King, who, by your            
providence has received the   
governance of this realm, may 
continue to grow in every virtue, 
that, imbued with your heavenly 
grace, he may be preserved from 
all that is harmful and evil and, 
being blessed with your favour 
may, with his consort and the 
royal family, come at last into 
your presence, through Christ 
who is the way, the truth and 
the life and who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays from 
11:00-12:00 and 17:00-17:45;  
also on Sundays for 30mins     
before Mass when a priest is 
available.  
ADORATION OF BLESSED       
SACRAMENT: Monday-Friday 
from 10:00—16:00.  ROSARY:    
recited every Monday-Friday 
after 12:15 Mass. All welcome.  
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